
ST. MARTIN OF TOURS 

THE MESSENGER 
Help us to generously share the compassion and light of Christ with all we meet 

 
St. Martin of Tours Church  5855 East W Ave.  P.O. Box 264  Vicksburg, Michigan 49097  (269) 649-1629  www.stmartinvicksburg.org 

ADORATION  
 FIRST FRIDAYS  
 @ 8:00-9:00 a.m. &  
  9:30 a.m.-9:30 p.m. 
 March 3, April 7, May 5  
 ALL OTHER FRIDAYS    
 @ 8:00-9:00 a.m.  
ADULT STUDY GROUP  
@ 10:00-11:15 a.m. 
 March 5, 12, 19, 26 
 April 9,  23, 30 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
 March 1 
 St. Martin-9:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m. 
 St. Edward-6:00 p.m. 
BIBLE STUDY WITH  
MSGR. MARTIN 
@ 6:30 p.m. 
 March 6, 13, 20, 27 
 April 3, 10, 17, 24 
 May 1, 8, 15, 22 
CHOIR PRACTICE  
@ 6:30 p.m. 
 March  7, 14, 21, 28 
 April 4, 11, 18, 25 
 May  2, 9, 16, 23, 30  
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
 Good Friday, April 14 @ Noon 
 Memorial Day, May 29-All  Day 
CONFIRMATION II- 
 Weekend Retreat, March 3-5 

 
CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE 
DINNER-Sunday, March 12th, 
@ 3;30-5:30 p.m , Parish Hall 
FARMER’S BREAKFAST  
@ 8:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
 March 19, April 9, May 14 
FIRST RECONCILIATION 
 March 11 
@9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. in church 
 Ice cream follows in parish hall 
EASTER-April 16  (see page 2) for 
multiple events & options 
HALOS  
@ 7:00 p.m. 
 March 21, April 17, May 16 
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS  
@ 7:00 p.m. 
 March 14, 28 
 April 11, 25 
 May 9, 23 
MEN’S GROUP  
@ 7:30 a.m. 
 March 4, 11, 18, 25 
 April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
 May 6, 13, 20, 27 
PACK THE HOUSE DINNER  
 (see Easter schedule on page 2) 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  
@ 1:00 p.m. 
 March 19 (Open to all parishioners) 
 

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP 
@10:00 a.m. in Youth Center 
 March  13,  April 10,  May 8 
R.C.I.A  
@ 7:00 p.m. Thursday 
 March 9, 16, 23, 30 
 April 6, 20, 27 
 May  4, 11, 18 25 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASSES  
@ 6:30-7:45 p.m. Wednesdays 
 Grades 1-5 
@ 10:00-11:15 a.m. 
 Grades 6-12, preschool & 
 kindergarten 
 (See page 3 for other events) 
No Classes 
 Sunday, April 2;  
 Wednesday, April 5;  
 Sunday, April 16;  
 Wednesday,  April 19 
RITE OF ELECTION-St. Augustine 
Cathedral. Sunday, March 5th  
@ 3:00 p.m.  
ST. VINCENT DEPAUL  
@ 7:00 p.m. 
 March 13, 27 
 April 10, 24 
  May 8, 22 
YOUTH UPCOMING EVENTS 
 (See page 3) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS / March, April & May 2017 

 
      Anything Goes 2017 
 
     What a party! We hung the paper lanterns, struck up the music and really let loose well into the night. The Anything Goes party 
was called  “Asian Fusion” with themes of the Far East. Great job to all our talent entries this year!  The comedy, martial arts, sing 
along and harmony from our local talent wowed the audience, and brought thunderous applause. 
     The Asian-style delicacies were deliciously prepared and served hot to all the hungry party-goers, Thank you to all the hard 
workers in the kitchen that night.  Special thanks to Nghiem and Mary Nguyen for preparing the egg rolls for the party as well.  
They were a big hit! 
     Thanks to Dave M. and his top-shelf bartenders, no one was left thirsty while we danced the night away.  Well done gentlemen! 
     Joe Debiak did a fabulous job keeping the party hopping, and providing just the right accompaniment for the occasion.  Con-
gratulations to King William Zeman and Queen Margaret Kerchief, our royal honorees for the night. 
     Thanks to all the folks who helped with the set-up and decorating. The parish hall looked stupendous and the clean-up crew 
made our job easier Sunday morning. To the parish of St. Martin, thank you for your support and encouragement during our tenure 
on the party planning committee.  The last seven years have been fun! 
 
-Adam and Arlea Swager 
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By Fred Maxa 

 

We are proud to announce that a donation of 
$5100.00 by a generous individual, and in 
conjunction with local Knight Councils, was 
made to The Holy Family Healthcare in 
Hartford, MI. The donation was used to 
purchase a mobile ultrasound unit. 
 
Upcoming events: March 12th, corned beef 
and cabbage dinner. Tickets are on sale now 
and takeout meals are available. The ticket 
prices are $11.00 for adult, 5.00 for child or 
$40.00 for a family. This is an event to 
benefit the St. Martin Youth and their 
upcoming trips. Many volunteers needed 
from the youth and the Knights. Other 
upcoming events: March 19th, breakfast; 
Palm Sunday, Tootsie Roll Drive; May 14th, 
breakfast in honor of Mother’s Day and the 
taco booth at the annual Old Car Festival the 
second weekend of June. 
 
Brother of the month honors: December, 
Mark Crawford; January, Fred Janofski; and 
February, Dave Curtis. Family of the month 
honors: December, Ken & Gail Colby; 
January, Nick & Barb Pula-Ostrosky; and 
February, Adam & Arlea Swager. 
Congratulations to all! 
 
We welcome to our Council Brother Dan and 
wife Sharon Leighton. If you are looking for 
fellowship and to be involved in good works, 
consider joining The Knights of Columbus. 
 
We continue to pray for our parishioners, 
fellow Knights and their families. Have a 
Blessed and holy Easter season. God Bless! 
 
 
Note from editor: I apologize to the Knights 
as the article in the last edition was an old 
one. 

Deacon’s 
Corner 
 
Usually, when I write at this time of 
year for the newsletter, we’ve just 
entered the Season of Lent.  
Although Easter is “late” this year 
and Lent doesn’t begin for a few 
more weeks, this past Sunday’s 
readings for the 6th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time are appropriate for 
our journey through Lent. 
 
Lent is often thought of as a season 
to prepare for the celebration of 
Easter by soul-searching through 
fasting, prayer, and alms giving.  It 
is hoped that this, and other acts of 
sacrifice and kindness, lead to a 
conversion of heart, a righting of the 
ship, so to speak, and a tighter 
relationship with God.  The 
readings for the 6th Sunday speak of 
this same conversion of heart.  They 
tell us that the commandments of 
God and the Church are given to us 

for our own good and that we have 
a free will to follow them or not.  
God, of course, wants us to follow 
His precepts.  Jesus tells us in the 
Gospels that we know we are His 
friends by following His 
commandments of love of God and 
neighbor. 
 
Jesus wants us to act out of love in 
all the decisions and actions in our 
lives.  God is looking for a 
conversion of heart.  This may be 
something to think about during this 
upcoming Lenten season.  Am I 
nice to someone because I think I 
should be?  Do I come to Mass 
because the church tells me I have 
to?  Jesus wants us to do both these 
things (and everything) out of love, 
and it’s only through this 
conversion of heart that we will 
reach our eternal reward.  Heaven is 
the ultimate love fest! 
 
Deacon Tom 

EASTER SEASON CALENDAR  
 
Easter Triduum and Mass Schedule: April 13, 14, 15, 16  
Holy Thursday: 6:00pm at St. Edward’s, 7:30pm at St. Martin’s 
Good Friday:    12 Noon at St. Edward’s, 2:30pm at St. Martin’s 
Easter Vigil Mass-Only one Mass at St. Martin’s -time to be determined 
Easter Sunday:  Regular weekend Mass schedule:  7:30am and 11:30am 
at St. Martin’s- 9:30am at St. Edward’s  
 
Stations of the Cross @6pm on Fr iday evenings dur ing Lent followed 
by soup & bread supper in the Parish Hall 

 
Lenten Lecture series:  @6:30pm inside the Church:  March 8th, 
15th, 22nd, 29th, April 5th (dinner served @5:30 p.m. March 8 only) 

 
Ecumenical Lenten Breakfasts: all run from 6:45am-7:30am 
Tues.  March 21st @Vicksburg United Methodist Church 
Tues.  March 28th @Lakeland Reformed Church, Vicksburg 
Tues.  April 4th        @St. Martin of Tours, Vicksburg 
Tues. April 11th      @Chapman Memorial Nazarene Church, Vicksburg 

 
Kalamazoo Area Lenten Penance Services:   
St. Ambrose, Parchment                      Tuesday , March 21@ 7pm 
St. Monica, Kalamazoo                        Wednesday, March 22@7pm 
St. Martin of Tours, Vicksburg             Sunday, March 26@5pm 
St. Ann, Gull Lake                                Wednesday, March 29@6:30pm 
St. Mary, Kalamazoo                             Sunday, April 2@7pm 
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HALOS-SMCCW 
 

Spring is coming! It is always a busy time of the year as we celebrate with a party before Lent starts and then 
we share a simple meal on the Fridays of Lent with a meatless soup supper after the Stations of the Cross. We 
also join the community churches early on Tuesday mornings for a Lenten breakfast and a spiritual reflection 
from a parishioner at the host church. The date set for St. Martin to host is April 4th. 
There is a sign-up sheet on the west bulletin board for soup and bread donations. Each week we also ask for a 
host who will come in before the Stations to set up with bowls, soup spoons, crackers and butter and make 
coffee. If you bring a pot of soup, please help to serve as this helps move the line.  
Welcome bags were prepared for 13 new registered parishioners from May, 2016 to the first week of 
February, 2017. We hope you feel welcomed and please do not hesitate to ask 
about the activities of our parish. 
We have decided to do our popular Fashion Show in the fall this year. We get a different selection when we 
change the seasons. The date has been set for September 30, 2017. 
All ladies of St. Martin are members of the HALOS group. We are members of the Council of Catholic 
Women. Our monthly meetings are the third Tuesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. The meetings are short. We 
focus on service and social. If you would like more details or have suggestions for the group, please feel free 
to ask a current member or leave your name and phone number in the church office. 
 
Kathi Lovell, President 

Adult Education 
By: Sue  Maneikis 
 

The February Pack the House was a big success!  Many parishioners from both St. 
Martin’s and St. Edward’s parish attended to hear Msgr. Martin’s talk on the Jewish 
roots of our Catholic faith.  Our next Pack the House will begin the first in the 
series of Msgr. Martin’s Lenten Lecture series on Wednesday March 8th.  This will 
be the only Lenten lecture with a dinner served beforehand.  All of the talks will 
take place inside the Church and will begin at 6:30pm.  The dinner for the March 
8th talk will begin at 5:30pm. The schedule of topics is as follows: 
 
March 8th:  The theological virtues of faith, hope and love: the pathways to 
holiness. 
March 15th:  The Mission of the Holy Spirit for Salvation 
March 22nd:  St. Therese of Lisieux: a look at the faith of human suffering 

March 29th:  The goal of Christian life as 
understood by St. John of the Cross 
April 5th:  The supreme moment of every 
life: the last things. 
 
The Sunday morning adult study group is 
finished with their study of the Book of 
Revelation.  All are welcome to join us as 
we watch Bishop Barron’s new DVD 
series:  Pivotal Players.  The series will 
begin on Sunday, February 26th.  We meet 
in the East Classroom every Sunday from 
10:00am until 11:15pm.   
 
 

 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
EVENTS 

Sat. April 29th   First Communion 
Retreat  @10:00a.m.-2:00p.m. 
 
Sun. April 30th   Last day for 
Sunday Religious Education 
Classes 
 
Wed. May 3rd @6:30p.m.  Closing 
Mass and ice cream social 
 

May 7th: First Communion Mass  
@ 11:30a.m. and May Crowning  
followed by reception 
 
May 21st:  Confirmation Mass  
@ 11:30a.m. followed by reception 
 
 
YOUTH EVENTS FOR FUND 

RAISING 
 

April 2nd:  Pancake Breakfast after 
Sunday Masses 
 
April 29th:  Spaghetti Dinner after 
Saturday 6pm Mass 
 
Thank you parish family for your 
continued support! 
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St. Vincent de Paul 
By Lisa Irwin 

This is the time of year when we are deep into utility shut-
offs.  We are blessed to have access to the Michigan Energy 
Assistance Program.  When someone meets the qualification 
criteria, the program will pay off large bills.  
 
To date we have helped 15 families receive $12,554 in 
funding.  We have access to Diocesan Heating Assistance 
funds to help with smaller bills up to $300.  Sometimes  
we then add a small amount from our funds to cover smaller 
shut-off amounts.  
 

We are currently assisting some people who are in rather 
complex situations.  Please pray for us that we are open to 
God's wisdom as we walk beside these brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 

The Beauty of Christmas Giving & Receiving 
By Deb Stafinski 
 

St. Martin of Tours 2016 Christmas Giving Tree – a heartwarming event – pro-
vided an opportunity for families of South County to experience the beauty of 
Christmas through giving and receiving!  
 
Twenty families who requested support were embraced by the St. Martin “family”, as well as several busi-
nesses in and around our area.  Our families graciously donated over $3000.00 towards requested items, 
both new and used, to help families during the holiday season and throughout the year.  Committee mem-
bers also sought out donations from the larger community to provide a “Family Experience Gift” that 
would enable families to enjoy events in and around the area without the worry of financing those experi-
ences.   Thank you to Celebration Cinema, Sky Zone, Jungle Joes, Chuck E. Cheese, Air Zoo, Kalamazoo 
10, Long Lake Roller Rink, Gabel Natatorium, Bronson Athletic Club, Wings West Ice Arena, Vicksburg 
Community Education, Vicksburg Athletics, Vicksburg PAC, Airway Fun Center, and the Kalamazoo 
Civic Auditorium.  If you visit these venues, please extend our thanks for the donations! 
 
Our “adopted families” were very thankful and grateful for the generous outpouring of support.  Each fam-
ily wrote thank you notes to our parish families and to the business or organization that provided the 
“family experience”, expressing their gratitude for the love and support they received during the Christmas 
season. These notes are posted in the church narthex for all to enjoy. 
  
This year’s committee members included Dianne Zeman, Janet Kosacek, Karen Gillespie, and Deb Staf-
inski.  Many other volunteers participated by collecting donations, wrapping gifts, and helping out as need-

ed, which enhanced this heartwarming experience for everyone.  We all felt thankful and appreciative for 
the opportunity to give and receive as we celebrated the beauty of Christmas!   

Anything Goes Party Fun 

King Bill Zeman 
& 

Queen Margaret-
Kerchief 

Dancing the night 
away 
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The Presence, A Youth Retreat 
By Cecelia Bleeker 
   
The Presence is a three-day long retreat in Hackett Catholic Prep school.  It consists of talks given by multiple people on subjects 
such as what does it mean to be Catholic? What is a vocation? Practicing abstinence, and many different subjects that help us 
grow in our Catholic faith. The retreat celebrates Mass, has 24-hour exposition of the Eucharist, a life size rosary and confession 
available at most times. Nuns, Priests and friars are around most of the time during The Presence and are there to ask questions 
and give talks. The Name Presence is given to this retreat because the goal is to make Jesus Present to all teens that participate. 
 
I have gone to The Presence two years in a row, and without fail, each time I go I receive incredible experiences. When I first 
went to The Presence I had no idea what to expect.  I anticipated that the weekend would be boring, but I went anyway. When we 
arrive at Hackett Catholic Prep (the place where The Presence is held) we are greeted immediately by nice people that all seemed 
excited.  Their faces had big smiles.  
 
The Presence lasted only three days, but when it ended, I felt like I had been there an entire week. I left the retreat with a sense of 
peace! Even though I wasn’t looking for anything to happen during the retreat, I found that I had this new feeling of overall 
stillness within me. During the time spent at the retreat, I saw and felt many new things. I was able to be around over 100 
Catholics that were my age, an opportunity I had never experienced before last year’s retreat.  I learned new things about the 
religion I was born into, and I learned answers to questions that I had always thought of but never had the courage to ask.  
 
The Presence is a time like no other, where I felt so very fulfilled. My most favorite part of The Presence is that I was able to talk 
to nun's and monk’s. The two groups had so many stories and lessons that they have learned while serving for their faith. One of 
the Franciscan monks (Friar David Mary) told story’s about the priest's that were in WW2 death camps and the story about how 
he met Mother Teresa. He gave talks about multiple subjects, speaking with a sense of commitment and astounding faith that I 
couldn’t help to be drawn in by his words. The Presence is an event that affects everyone who shows up to it, from the kid that 
only came because his or her parents made him, to the young boy or girl that came to find answers.  The Presence is a retreat that 
every teen should attend, because in the end ,every person can benefit from learning more about their faith. 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd at St. Martin’s 
 

Classes are held on Sunday from 10:00a – 11:15a for Pre K & K and Wednesday from 6:30p – 7:45P for 
1st grade.  Classes are located in Seton Hall in a room specifically designed for the children called the 

Atrium. The word “atrium” actually means porch entrance to a large house. The Atrium was a term given 
to this space by Maria Montessori. It was chosen because in the ancient church, the atrium was a gather-
ing space between the Church Proper and the street. It was the place where the catechumens, those pre-
paring for initiation to the Church, would receive instruction. The Atrium has a similar purpose for our 
children, as it is a place to help them enter into full, conscience and active participation in the liturgical 

and communal life of the Church. The atrium is a place that facilitates recollection and silence. It is desir-
able that the atrium be “Mass-centered,” that is, a place where special prominence is awarded to the mate-
rial relative to the Mass. This prepared environment is a Montessori concept that the environment can be 
designed to facilitate independent learning by the child. Children work with materials of their own choice 
and at their own pace. They experience a combination of freedom and self-discipline in a place especially 

prepared to meet their developmental and spiritual needs.   


